IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVANI A

PRI SCI LLA HARE : ClVIL ACTI ON
V.

H&R | NDUSTRI ES, | NC. : NO. 00- CV- 4533

VEMORANDUM & ORDER

J.M KELLY, J. July 18, 2002

Before the Court is Plaintiff’s Petition for Attorney’s
Fees. Plaintiff has filed a Conplaint alleging violations of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as anended, 42 U . S.C. 88 2000e to
2000e-17 (1994) and the Pennsyl vani a Hunman Rel ati ons Act, 43 Pa.
Con. Stat. Ann. §§ 951-963 (West 1991).

Plaintiff is the prevailing party in this matter.
Plaintiff’'s request for counsel fees is $76,311.50. This
i ncl udes a suppl enental petition of $5,724.00 for attorney’'s fees
filed on the day of oral argunment. A fundanental problemis that
plaintiff’s counsel’s tine records were not available for
i nspection by defendant’s counsel. Plaintiff’s counsel testified
t hat she keeps her daily work activity on one sheet of paper
regardl ess of the nunmber of clients it pertains to. At the end
of the day, soneone in her staff takes that sheet of paper and
enters the times as to the different cases noted. The original
paper is then destroyed. Also, plaintiff’s counsel does not
di stingui sh between travel tine and actual tine spent as counsel.
| have attenpted to estimate the travel time according to

testinony received at the hearing on this matter and conpensate



the plaintiff’'s counsel at one-half of her normal tinme. This
results in a travel tine conpensation of $135.00 per hour. See,

Stair v. Lehigh Valley Carpenter Local Union No. 600 of United

Bros. O Carpenters and Joiners of Anerica, No. G v.A 91-1507,

1994 W. 172727, at *3 (E.D. Pa. May 6, 1994).

Plaintiff’s counsel avers that her standard rate of
conpensation in enploynent matters is $270.00 per hour. In
defendant’ s opposition to plaintiff’'s petition for attorney’s
fees, there is no contention that plaintiff’'s counsel is seeking
an exorbitant hourly rate. The contention between the parties is
that plaintiff’'s attorney, who espouses to be an expert in
enpl oynent discrimnation cases, spends an inordinate anount of
time on routine matters that should be left for a paral egal or
secretarial staff. Plaintiff’'s attorney avers that she does not
use a paralegal and that she has a secretary. On plaintiff’s
attorney’s letterhead a paral egal is noted.

Plaintiff’s attorney has submtted 31 pages (i ncluding
her supplenmental petition) of entries of work perfornmed. The
total anount that plaintiff's attorney avers in her petitionis
282 hours. | nust agree with defendant’s counsel that many of
the tasks perforned by plaintiff’s counsel are routine and

clerical matters such as faxing |letters, making appoi ntnents and

other routine matters that |ead counsel does not usually perform



Def ense counsel questions the tine allotted to various
depositions as excessive, but does not give the Court a contrary
anount of tinme. Plaintiff’s attorney attributes sone tine to her
handling of police matters involving the plaintiff. One was
concerning a tire flattening, another was concerni ng house
arrest. These, of course, are not related to the trial.
Plaintiff’'s attorney also attributes to her petition a notion
for a jury trial in which she was unsuccessful. Plaintiff’s
counsel seeks conpensation for filing three anendnents to her
Pretrial Menorandum Together they approximate 1 hour of tine.

| have allowed % hr as | consider these anendnents excessive
[itigation.

After review of the specific entries, | believe that 18
hours shoul d be deducted fromthe plaintiff’s counsel request
because of not availing herself of her secretarial staff, for
charging for a notion that was deci ded agai nst her, and for
charging in sonme instances excessive tinme for soneone who is an
expert in enploynment discrimnation cases. In sum | believe the
total anobunt to be deducted from her request is $4,860.00 (See

Attachnment A). Plaintiff is entitled to counsel fees in the

3
anount of $71,451.50. Accordingly, it is ordered that defendant,
H&R I ndustries, Inc. shall pay plaintiff’s attorney a fee of
$71, 451. 50.
BY THE COURT:



JAMES M@ RR KELLY, J.



